FIG1ION
useful scaffoldings, and shall suggest that thejunction of the novel, as distinct from that of poetry, or drama, orromancej is to reveaj society to itself That is what Defoe and Fielding ^^dLonSpfliat is whurThsckerary did~and~ "in the main, Trollope One can say that Disraeli's object was the same, as it was certainly not that of Dickens except when he was attacking certain aspects or institutions Gradually, however, the character in his relation to society became the important thing, the development is clear in the work of George Eliot, clearer still in that of Meredith, we are on the edge of the psychological novel, where the interest is entirely centred on the minds of the personages, where the individual exists for his own sake This novel of the "individual55 is quite different from the "character" novel, the character is a type or "humour5% the individual might be you or me So the supremely important thing in the novel came to be what happened to people, the individual was what mattered and society largely disappeared, it vanished almost entirely in Hardy Tom Jones and Vanity Fair are about society, what happens to Tom Jones or Rawdon Crawley is interesting, but does not much matter but it does matter what happens to Dr Lydgate in Middlemarch, to Clym Yeobnght in The Return of the Native, to Beauchamp in Beauchamp''s Career The person became a symbol
It was all a complex process, this movement from depicting society to concentrating on the inner struggles of men and women, and one can hazard a guess as to how it came about Since the form of society seemed fairly fixed1 and God was rapidly vanishing, man's private emotions ^nd thoughts came to seem the supremely important thing With Meredith a man is still struggling with society, but later it was the "personal relation9' that took the field, a subject perfectly treated by E M Forster, this led still a step further, to the isolation of man from everything but his own divine impulsion, as exemplified m the work of D, H Lawrence Such a scheme must not be pressed too closely (we shall come upon some contradictions later), but it does on the whole present
*Now, however, that the form seems far from fixed, interest in the psychological novel is waning, and we are returning to the social form
79